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Guidelines for Grant Requests

Preparing Your Grant Application

The Board of Directors for JR Hearts wants to give your proposal  
the consideration it deserves. Your grant application is the most  
important stage in the non-profit’s evaluation of your proposal. For 
this reason, you should address each question asked, specifically 
and completely.

The first step in the application process is your “Letter of Inquiry to 
Apply”. This letter, listing some of the basic information regarding your 
situation, will assist our Board in determining if your request for a grant 
will be a match with our mission in the community. 

Some, but not all inclusive, of the initial information will be asked  
to provide are:
  1. Tell us about your family and where you live
  2. Description of your child’s situation
  3. Objective for what you are asking for
  4.  Explanation of Benefits statement and Coordination of Benefits 

statement (if applicable) from insurance company(s). Along with 
copies of actual bills that you want us to pay.

Submitting Your Application

You may submit your application at any time during the  
calendar year. The non-profit’s Board of Trustees meets  
yearly to review grant applications. Applicants will be  
notified no later than 60 days after review.

Download the application at jrhearts.org.
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Application Timelines

Grants are awarded on a yearly basis. JR Hearts’ Board of Directors 
meets in April. Applicants will be notified no later than 60 days after the 
Board of Trustees’ meeting.

Eligibility

JR Hearts’ mission is to provide financial assistance to families with 
young children facing major medical challenges. Grants are awarded 
based on need. If a family has outstanding medical bills that insurance 
will not cover, our non-profit can possibly help out a family in need until 
our annual funds have been exhausted. As our funds grow, so will the 
number and the amount of help we will be able to give. We appreciate 
families just asking for one grant per family so that we can help as  
many families as possible.

Guidelines for Selection

  1.  Applicants must be Wisconsin residents 
  2. Children must be 18 and younger

It is the policy of JR Hearts not to discriminate on the basis  
of race, color, religion, national origin, sex, age or disability.

Ineligible Requests

Ineligible requests such as medical bills already paid, submitting  
for food, clothing, laundry fees, mortgage payments and associated 
homeowner bills and anything deemed non-medical for your child will 
not be acceptable criteria to submit a grant request.
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Family Non-profit Reese Family Blog Fundraising Event

Our Story. Our Purpose.

JR Hearts, a 501(c)3 nonprofit,  
was founded in memory of Jackson 
Reese, a charismatic little boy who 
passed away unexpectedly on the 
eve of his second birthday. Jackson’s 
family knows the financial burden that 
comes with caring for a sick child. 

In utero, Jackson was diagnosed with transposition of the great arteries. 
When he was five days old Jackson underwent open heart surgery at 
Children’s Hospital of Milwaukee that lasted an agonizing 13 hours.  
He then spent seven weeks in the Cardiac ICU.

After coming home, Jackson thrived, but on April 20, 2013, the Reese’s 
lives were changed forever. He woke up with a fever but nothing that 
worried his parents. Before he took a second nap that day, he was happy 
and smiling. You never would have known anything serious was going on 
in his little body. When Jackson closed his eyes for an afternoon nap,  
he peacefully moved to heaven.

The Reese family has received so much love and support throughout this 
journey. As a way to give back as well as remember their son, JR Hearts 
was formed.

jrhearts.org

Ways we help 

“I have learned the secret of being content in any and every situation, whether  
well fed or hungry, whether living in plenty or in want. I can do everything  

through him who gives me strength.” (Philippians 4:12-13)


